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"There was no adult in the room, but there
were teachers everywhere." - Michael Waski

2021
WRAP UP
What a year it has been. We are
so grateful for the growing
community full of incredible
educators like yourselves.
Although things are always
changing, our mission remains
the same:
Helping teachers create the
classroom they always envisioned,
so they can provide adolescents
with a meaningful, intentional
relationship with mathematics.
Thank you for being a part of this
mission and making a difference
every day in your own
classrooms.
Here are a few highlights from
this past year we’ve been
reflecting on with gratitude, while
getting excited and motivated for
what’s to come in 2022!

Our Director of
Strategy &
Development

Joined the
Math Institute
in Oct. 2021

MEET GEOFF BIGLER!
We are so excited to introduce you to the newest member of the Math Institute
Team, Geoff Bigler! Geoff joined us in October as our new Director of Strategy,
and we hope you'll join us in giving him a warm welcome to the world of the
Math Institute!
Geoff has a wide variety of experience, from Architecture to teaching
mathematics. Additionally, Geoff received his Montessori Adolescent Training
in 2012 and taught alongside Michael for almost four years. He is incredibly
excited to join the Math Institute and to help people around the world center
the prepared environment around the needs of the student.
Geoff can be reached at geoffb@themathinstitute.org

SCHOOL OF THE MONTH GOES TO...

Austin Montessori School
We interviewed Jesse Gevirtz, Director of
Adolescent Programs, to learn more about
the amazing work they are doing, and how
they have partnered with The Math Institute
over the years.

Austin Montessori School is over 50 years old, serving about 380 children and
adolescents from ages 18 months to 15 years on three campuses. Their
Adolescent Community has been in operation for about 28 years. They have a
small suburban farm on a ~2-acre campus. Jesse works with 40 to 50
adolescents from ages 12 to 15 years old.

Jesse was first introduced to Michael Waski back in 2006 but has been
partnering with The Math Institute since its inception in 2018.
He has used the "Teaching Algebra to the Adolescent" and "Teaching
Geometry to the Adolescent" books as resources for lessons, and to
develop independent discovery activities for student exploration.
In addition, Jesse shared that the Algebra Tiles have come in handy for
many different purposes and he has several sets available for student use.
They are introduced to new students as soon as they arrive so they will be
familiar with them. In his classroom, the Math History Timeline is on
display both as a reference and to inspire potential math projects. Finally,
they use the Integrated Math sets mostly as independent work, but also to
assess the need for specific content lessons and one-on-one support.

Jesse has also participated in several of the Geometry and Algebra
workshops and says he always finds ideas and inspiration for new
materials, projects, lessons, and even new ways to think about or explain
a concept.

2022
Workshop &
Video
Update!

Instructional videos from Michael Waski are in the works and we could not
be more excited. You may have noticed there are no longer upcoming
workshops available on our website. This is because we are focusing on
getting these videos together by Spring of 2022 for you all! The idea for
these videos is to serve as a great supplement to the textbooks. Stay tuned
for more details!
We are still planning to do workshops, but they will be in a different format.
This is something we are currently re-working to provide you with the most
helpful materials and lessons possible.
In the meantime, there are a ton of great videos on our YouTube channel.
Michael will continue to release more content, so please subscribe to make
sure you don’t miss out on any of it!
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Tune in daily to see Michael Waski transform
today's date into an equation!
CLICK HERE to subscribe to our YouTube channel.

MATERIAL HIGHLIGHT:
MATH HISTORY TIMELINE
VIEW ON OUR WEBSITE

If you are not familiar with the Math History Timelines available on our website, we
would like to make a formal introduction!
This timeline is a great accessory for any classroom. It allows you to take an
approach with students through the lens of history - how the field developed through
time, the people who made these discoveries, their stories, and their methods.
Included are three timelines. The first contains information connecting each
mathematician to skills and standards, which is a great tool for the teacher to use as
a guide or for students to learn independently of the teacher.
The second timeline gives a different impression as the portraits are now in their
correct positions on the timeline, showing bursts of inspiration and activity
throughout history. As in a traditional Montessori timeline, this allows for plenty of
white space to honor the unknown or unnamed heroes that nonetheless contributed.
The third timeline is the same as the second, but with the portraits removed,
allowing students to build their own timelines. All the portraits from the first two
timelines are provided as cut-outs to get the students started.
Check out the Math History Timeline on our website HERE! Please reach out with
any questions.
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